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CLASS 5: LEADERSHIP & ORGANIZATION, PART II:
WOMEN IN MINISTRY
5.1 INTRODUCTION
- There are two main views in Christianity on women leadership:
_________________________________ – God created male and female equal in value and
person but distinct in role and responsibility in order to complement each other and
reflect Christ’s relationship with the Church.
_________________________________ – Gender distinctions are a result of the Fall and there
are no longer any biblically-based gender distinctions in either the marriage or the
Church.
Summary of Complementarian Teaching:
A) Men and woman were created as _______________ as persons in the image of God.
B) Men and women were created as distinct ________________ with distinct
_______________ in both the home and the church.
C) These gender/role distinctions are not as a result of the _______________,
but are God-ordained and taught in both Old and New Testament.
5.2 KEY PASSAGES
Genesis 1:27 – This verse represents both ________________ and _______________________.
Genesis 3:16 (cf. 4:7) – An unhealthy, sinful desire for ____________________, or usurpation
of the husband’s leadership role is part of the curse of sin on women.
1 Timothy 2:11-14 –
1) It cannot mean a woman is not permitted to ___________ at all in church
(1 Corinthians 11:4-5)
2) It cannot mean that a woman is not permitted to teach ______________ or
________________ (Titus 2:3-5)
3) It cannot mean that women were/are viewed by God as less ____________________
than men (Genesis 1:31)
- The reason Paul gives for the command is _______________________, not
______________________.
- Compare also 1 Corinthians 14:31-35 with 11:5.
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Summary:
A) There is a natural (sinful) tendency for men/women to ___________________ their
biblical roles
B) Women are restricted from functioning as ___________________ and Deacons
C) Women are restricted from authoritatively ___________________ men in the local
church
5.3 WOMEN IN MINISTRY
1) ______________________ Titus 2:3-5 (see also 2 Tim 1:5, 3:14, Pr 31:26, Acts 18:24-26)
2) ______________________
3) ______________________ Acts 18:1-3, 18a (see also Rom 16:3-4)
4) ______________________
5) ______________________ Romans 16:1-2
6) Financial ___________________________
7) ______________________ Romans 16:4a
8) ______________________ 1 Corinthians 11:4-5
5.4 DEACONNESS?
1 Timothy 3:11 –
Option #1: Referring to the wife of a deacon (as in ESV)
Option #2: Referring to a female deacon
Romans 16:1 –
1 Timothy 2:12 –
Acts 6:3 –
5.5 RESOURCES
Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: A Response to Evangelical Feminism
(eds. John Piper & Wayne Grudem)
Jesus, Justice and Gender Roles (Kathy Keller)
Women’s Ministry Handbook (Carol Porter)
“The Danvers Statement”

